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What we know we need for quality 
urbanization in Sub-Saharan Africa…

1. Urban planning capacities

2. Investment in infrastructure development

3. Public financial reform 



Source: Data from UN-Habitat 2014

What urban planning…?



Defining slums…

Lack one or more of the following:

1. Durable housing

2. Sufficient living space (i.e. not more than three people 
sharing the same room)

3. Adequate, accessible, and affordable water

4. Adequate, accessible sanitation (e.g. a private or public 
toilet shared by a reasonable number of people)

5. Security of tenure that prevents forced evictions.



Sub-Saharan African cities…

Worst regional deprivations

• Over 80 percent of the region’s households 
have one or two shelter deprivations

– Almost half suffer from at least two shelter 
deprivations



Percentage change in proportion of urban population 
living in slums

Countries with increases since 2000*



Plans for who lives here are not implemented…



Plans for who might live here are implemented…



How Infrastructure gets built…

1. Convenience planning

“Nós dinheiro não recusamos”
(i.e. We don’t refuse funding)

Secretary of International Relations, Maputo

2. Lack of project-level coordination
- Sanitation projects…

3. Conveniently archaic data management on land
– Cadastral updates still lagging



Not surprising given data management



Reforming (municipal) public finance



Missing out on land-value capture

Some illustrative examples from Brazil and others:  
CEPACS: City of São Paulo raised about US$762 million since 2004, and US$130 million 
in 2013 alone.



What way forward?

Problems can’t be fixed within urban planning 
alone...

• Coordination within development industry at 
project level in cities

• Improved land administration and 
management

– Less dependence on high-price infrastructure 
financing….
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