
 

IFEJ in collaboration with The World Bank and  
Initiative for Policy Dialogue 

 

 Training Workshop on “Covering oil: best Practices” 

Day One - Thursday May 14, 2009 

09:00  Opening session:  

Introduction of personalities: rayborn bulley, exec. Member 

for training 

Chairperson’s remarks: Esther Cobbah, CEO, Stratcom, 

Africa 

Opening remarks: Ishac Diwan, World Bank Country 

Director,  

09:30 Lecture 1: Welcome to planet oil; enter Ghana into the Oil 

Producer World: Michael Peel, FT London 

10:15  Snack break 

10:45  Lecture 2: The dark side of oil. (Using Nigeria as an example, 

looking at some examples of media coverage and talking 

about issues that were well covered and those that were 

missed or covered badly): Michael Peel, FT London 

11:30 Lecture 3: “Sweet Crude”, the 2007 film on the Niger Delta; 

or a recent “Friends of the Earth” production on the region; 

oil company materials. 

12:30  Group Work  

13:30  Discussion  

14:00  Lunch break 

15:00 Lecture 4: The Big picture:  What is there for Ghana in the 

agreement?  Bishop Akolgo, ISODEC 

16:00 Role-play in which Peel plays a president/oil company exec 

at a press conference in the West African country of 

Sangala where oil has just been found, answering questions 

about how the industry will work there. 

1700 Post Mortem 

1800 End of day One 

 



Day Two – Friday May 15, 2009 

0900 Lecture 1: Interrogating oil. Using public information, 

observations and interviews to build a picture about the 

effects of oil. Possible questions to ask of governments, 

companies and communities, “A guide to Covering Oil” : 

Michael Peel 

10:00 Assignment, such as going through Royal Dutch Shell’s most 

recent “People and Environment” report and picking up some 

of the big points there. Will include post-mortem discussion.  

: Michael Peel 

11:00 Snack break 

11:15 Lecture 2: Is there a better way? Look at examples of 

attempts to use oil more progressively eg the Norwegian 

experience and the Chad-Cameroon pipeline. Reviewing media 

coverage as for day one session above. : Michael Peel (FT 

London) 

12:15 Lecture 3: Is there a better way? Look at examples of 

attempts to use oil more progressively; eg the Norwegian 

experience and the Chad-Cameroon pipeline. Michael Peel, FT 

London 

13:00 Interaction: Reviewing media coverage as for day one session 

above. :  - Michael Peel, FT London 

13:30 Interaction: Preparation for Saturday’s day trip. Whom we 

will need to meet, what we will need to do to make the kind 

of story pieces we want to write. Michael Peel, (FT. London) 

 Post Mortem 

14:00 Lunch and Close for the day 

 

 

Day Three – Saturday May 16, 2009 

05:30 Arrival at Ghana International Press Centre 

06:00 Departure to Western region 

08:30 breakfast in Cape Coast 

09:00 Departure for Takoradi/Cape Three Points 

 


